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CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 5804 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, TS 

SUBJ: TOW MISSILE SYSTEM-RELEASE OF CLASSIFIED INFORMATION 

REF: DSAA MSG 270605Z JUL 78 

1 . ARTICLE IN 6 JULY ISSUE OF PARIS BASED PUBLICATION 
"DEFENSE ET DIPLOMATIE” REVEALED DETAILS OF PROPOSED GOT 
PURCHASE FROM U.S. OF TOW MISSILE SYSTEM (FMS CASE UCA), 

INCLUDING NUMBER OF LAUNCHERS AND MISSILES. ARTICLE APPEARED 
FOLLOWING CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION OF INTENDED OFFER OF 
SALE OF TOW SYSTEM TO GOT. 

2. USLOT ASKED BY TUNISIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE HOW DETAILS 

OF CASE WERE PUBLICIZED, AS REQUESTFOR PURCHASE AND SPECIFICS 
OF CASE HAD BEEN CLASSIFIED SECRET BY GOT. IN RESPONSE TO 
USLOT QUERY ON U.S. POLICY REGARDING DECLASSIFICATION 
OF FMS CASES, DSAA CITED IN REFTEL PROVISIONS OF 
SECTION 36(B) OF ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT, ADVISING THAT 
NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS ARE UNCLASSIFIED UNLESS PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE CLEARLY DETRIMENTAL TO U.S. SECURITY. 
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3. DSAA REPLY FORWARDED TO TUNISIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. 
HOWEVER, CHEF DE CABINET AND CHIEF OF MILITARY SECURITY, 
GENERAL BALMA, CONTINUING TO EXPRESS CONCERN THAT U.S. 
NOT HONORING GOT REQUEST FOR MAINTAINING CLASSIFICATION 
OF GOT REQUESTS FOR ARMS PURCHASES. 
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4. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IN THIS SITUATION IF DEPARTMENT COULD 
PROVIDE US WITH A FULLER STATEMENT ON POLICY OF DECLASSIFYING 
WNTENDED OFFERS OF SALE AT TIME OF CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION. 

IT WOULD ALSO BE HELPFUL IF DEPARTMENT COULD CONFIRM WHAT 
WE ASSUME TO BE THE CASE, THAT TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR AND 
MILITARY ATTACHE WELL AWARE OF PROCEDURES. 

5. FOR DEPARTMENT'S INFORMATION WE SUSPECT THAT TUNISIAN 
CONCERNS ORIGINATE WITH MINISTER OF DEFENSE FARHAT. 

KING 
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